Statement of the DSA National Political Committee Interim Steering Committee, August 13, 2017
Yesterday's events in Charlottesville, Virginia are a stark reminder that we must fight for socialism or
succumb to the barbarism of white supremacy.
We condemn, in the strongest possible terms, the white supremacist, racist, anti-Semitic terrorist attack
on our comrades in the DSA, the ISO, IWW, Antifa and all others who joined forces in the streets of
Charlottesville, VA yesterday.
The final number remains unknown. However, latest reports suggest that at least one person has lost
their life and at least 19 injured. Two DSA members were hospitalized and have since been discharged.
There are reports that an ISO comrade was also injured. A comrade reportedly from the Industrial
Workers of the World lost their life on the front line of the battle against fascism.
In the face of growing racist, anti-Semitic, white supremacist violence, comrades from across the left
came together in an incredible display of left unity. They came from many different organizations but
spoke with one voice, chanting “Black Lives Matter” and other pro-solidarity slogans. Undaunted, they
held the line and showed the fascists that they shall not pass. The day ended with the streets of
Charlottesville free of Nazi scum.
We call on the left to build a strong united front against this emboldened right wing. We need to be clear
and recognize that white supremacist terrorism will not simply go away if it's ignored. This violent and
dangerous movement should never be allowed to have a platform. It should always be fought against by
the strength of our united front.
It is important to acknowledge the differing responses of the police to white supremacist marches and
terrorism and their reactions to Black Lives Matter protests and marches. Black Lives Matter protests are
always met with the worst police brutality and suppression while white supremacist marches are allowed
to freely attack counter-protesters on many occasions.
In this way, we plainly see whose side the police are on. From the days of the creation of the modern day
police in the 1800s, they were used as a violent force for the physical suppression of a resistant working
class, of Black slaves, and indigenous people. Today, their role of social control and oppression remains
largely the same.
Trump delivered a meandering and at times incoherent statement earlier this afternoon. During the
statement, where at one point he even talked about totally unrelated "record employment", he predictably
blamed "all sides" for the violence, as if the left has a centuries-long history of state, systemic, and
societal violence against oppressed groups. This is a tired line that the right wing uses to justify its terror.
Trump also spoke of the need for "law and order", but we know that this is a signal for more police and
vigilante terrorism against Black and Brown communities and the left.
We believe that the terror unleashed on our comrades can be defeated. We also believe that the wider
system of racist oppression can be defeated, but only with the ending of the capitalist system which
birthed it.
We encourage you to donate to help with the medical costs of comrades injured in the attack. As we
mourn for the dead, we must also fight like hell for the living. DSA members across the country are
turning out for solidarity actions in their communities. Get in touch with your local chapter to find ways to
participate.
Together, we will fight fascism and build the better world we know is possible. Solidarity forever.

